One of these should form a vital part of your dgicent g

- 1 H M much for you maspll, That's
riding kit, but which is the best for you? - issieh sl vions
WORCS: OLVER CRICK PICTURES: TOM CRAEHELL o | makes sanse. Wearing o may

not necessarity pravant a broken
hack, but a decant protector will

stop shoulder irgurbes as well as
sl
Try the protector on with your | Thl'l-ﬁlﬂ m:
narmal kit and sit on wour hike \ RiDE tests aro dwvised by

to check it doesn’t dig in. . | bikers and carriad out by bilers.
Where necessary we draft in
expart heipand svan craste
special tasting rigs it they are
: : muvnmmnw
Should be adjustabée for a : test is fair and that protucts e
comfy and secure fit. rated on their merits =~ we're
: " not interested in trendy brands,
Jjust whether something does
& decent job. 1§ it doas, we say

Some protectors are made from i 3o, I it doesn't we'll be the first
separate plates which make it g to lot vou kenov, Results are
gasiar for you to move around. ; M-ﬂwﬁi
MiaHnrs e chancs

' comemant. Oftan firms will take a
1 freshook at products as aresult
host adjust with Velcra, Check | i of RiDE testing.
it does up tightly enough when .

wou try the protector on, e : “‘bl‘lﬂ'llhﬂm

& product is not only pood at the
jioks it wes desigrad for, butis
arallent valua for money.

A Recommisndad tag means
& product does a good job st a
- | ressonable price. Look for the
¢ . . tagsinthe shops next fime -
yoare buying it.
4 = ¢ RDE"s Oliver Crick h;’mﬂ
AR . 1 : dasign enginear. Ha's
Bl ; e ol
Imgroves comfort and helps &3 biking products,
protect vital argans, such zs 3 b
your kidneys, from impacts.
The protector should come

dewn far anough — but not be 5o
long that it digs in. Remember,
vour leathers will have fo fit
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CLOVER BACK PRO

= CONTACT: 01384 413841

This one's easy to pet on but can ride
up if wou are pulling on tight-fitting
leathers. Its bulky at the lower hack,
atad inflexible 2nd gets hot on warm
days. It's made from articulatad
foam blocks with padding on the
inside, and features adjustabla
shoulder straps and a wide Velcro-
fastening waistband, Good impact
protection but the zone of protection
is not as big &s it should be
according toits labefled size,
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HELD A

= CONTACT: 01283 820508

Fairty rigid foam construction with
hard plastic to the outsids and
padding 1o the inside, The pratector
features adjustable shoulder

straps and a wida, Velero-fastening
waisthand. Gives above average
imgpact protection but, for its size, it
doesn't have a large enough zone
of protection across the
shoulders, t's reasonably
easy toget leathers over and
didn't interfare with riding.

B Impact protection

Back protectors are supgosed

to mast the European EN 1621-2
standard to get a CE mark, We tested
sevan key points (including spine,
kidney, shaulder blsde and rib araas)
to the same CE fevel. Tho test was
dona using a bar striker to simulate
hitting a kerh, We measured how
much force wes transmitted through
tha back protecior - the less force
that got through. the higher the
protection score.

M Construction

EN 16212 requires thit back
protectors ba marked with the
torso langth (the distance between

RT9380

DNERALL RATTA \

the vt and the nck/shoulder
requires that the protectors
cover a certain area known as the
“zane of protection”, Some of the

hundreds of mées to assess comfort,
fiit and how sasy they are to gat on
ond off st To make sues theyre s
praciical year-round proposition, we
chacked if they were 0K undar
awaintar jacket too,

BACK PROTECTORS TE:

BMW MOTORRAD
£9

» CONTACT: 01652 630060

Our rider found i bully arcund
the chest/nack and cocoyx areas,
saying it was difficult to wear under
leathers but fine under a fabric
jacket. Has adjustable shoulder
straps and a broad waistband.
Excellent impact protection,
but the width across the
shoulder blades is bess than
it should be for the size of the
protector, Vs made from e hard
plagtic outer with foam padding.

OVERALL ReTING

= CONTACT: DBOO 165165

Consists of a zip-up milonfhera
vast with an integral flexible foam
protector. & crotch strap holds the
pratector in place — but our rider
didn't find it that comfortable. The
gond news is that the hack protector
itseff is fing, Thers's no adjustment,
50 make sure you buy the correct
size. The Armour Vest performed
well in aur impact test but the zone
of protection is a bit small at the top




HEIN GERICKE HIPROTEC

If you're on the skinny side you should
miake sure vou try this one on before
you buy as thera isn't 2 huge amount
af Velero ovarlap on the waist. s
made from a foam pad Zipped into
a nylon/lycra pocket with saft
padding to the inside. It scored
well for impact protection, but
the zone of protection 15 a
bt small at the top and
bottom, Qur rider found it
a bit butky at the cocoyx.

=
/ HIPROTEC

e lela)

= CONTACT: D800 165165

This is the cheapest protector on test.
[t's designad to slot into a pochet in
your jackat — once it's in vou hardly
notice it's there and, of course,

your don’t have to fiddle around

with straps. It's made from foam
with saft padding inside. Qur rider
found it comfortable and very easy
to et on with, Gave a good impact
profection performance but the zone
of protection is too small at the fop
and the bottom.

EALL RATING

4/30

TOP TIPS
BEFORE

Get the right size and try on with Hm'nmmmm
your feathers bafore : — lnaithers, tolf the suppliens wou
you buy. |t mustn't make want space for @ protector or wear
your leathers too tight or - your usial protector whan you

dig into yous nack. helmet .y getmassured - that wey
or lower back. Get a friend 1% you'B know the two wil
1o hesp you miaesure from your [ 1 & ok togethes:

waist to the point whre your 3 Consader getting a
nck reaches your shoulders, hidl new back protector
this will tall you what size to i i you're Ewolved in
buy. Take care, however, as we #n accident - at the
found the size on the labei can
ba misleading. The protector
ghouldn't go ahova the base of
youUr neck or balow

YOUF COCCYE

1 ghve the samae leval of

DAINESE WAVE

¥ CONTACT: www.dainese.com

Above average impact protection
from the Damnese Weve, but we
found some of the outer shell plates
can rotate, which limits protection
i the lusbar region. The protector
s miade from sturdy plastic plates
wath foam backing. It has adjustable
shouldar straps and & wide,
elero-fastaning waisthand,
Our rider found it leght,
comfortable and sasy to

net an with. OVERALL RETING

24/30

KNOX STOWAWAY
£59.99

= CONTACT: 01300 825825

The imgact seore is average, but it's
consistent and the protector covers
all the right areas. [t's made from
articulated blocks of fozen with soft
padding to the inside. Comes with
adjustable shoulder straps and a wide A
waizsthand that does up with Velero,
Dur rider found i comfortale, the
onty niggle being the ends of the
shoulder straps which are loose in
your facket onee you've adjusted
them, Comes with a storage bag.

DVERALL @KTING

Our rider found this ane really
comnfortable, The shoulder straps

Vielcro to the beoad waisthand and OVERALL RATING )
the articulated consfruction gives stn
the protector plenty of Aexibdity.

The impact scores were just above
average, which is surprising for
such a chunky-feeling protector, The
construction is good and the zone of
protection is right for the torso sine
- just make sure wou buy the
corract size {see lefth,




KNOX RICOCHET

 CONTACT: 01300 825825

Scored well for impact protection with
decent cover for vour shoulders and
lewer back. it's made from flexdble
foam with an articufated hard plastic
custer. It's a tad stiff and leathers
occasionally catch on it when youe
putting them on and taking them aff.
YouTre abways aware t's there under
your leathers, ton, but padding an
tha inside ensures comfort, A broad
wisthand and adjustabla shoulder
straps ensure a snug fit.

I]AVIES DIJEI.I. FURBEFIELD
L R S

# CONTACT: 1333 410818

Our rider was raving about the Forcefield, finding it flexible vet reassunngly solid,
It's hard-wearing, made from foam with a flexible rubber matarial on the outsade.
A broad waistband and adjustable shoulder siraps mesn getting it on and off,
and fitting leathers over it, & easy. Excallent impact testing, the results showing
consistency througheut and great construchon

BACK PROTECTORS T
SPYKE BACK 7

-] mm mﬁﬂﬂ 413841
Mo problens af all with road testing,

spiral area. The zone of pratection
was right but check you buy the right
size to gat the best protection. Good
construction throughout means above
average impact tests. It's made from
articufated hard plestic on the outside
with softer foam padding to the
inner. Comes with adjustable
shoulder straps and a wide,
Velero-fastening wassthand.

- BACK
4|PRUTECTURS
RESULTS

'_f.i Davies Odell Forcefield
§ Back7

‘fg pinssars T Bk~

nﬁmﬂdudﬂnm&

extept our rider felt it could cover morne

2 PROTECTION 10

L=
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UNERALE RATING

2?‘ 30

Knox “Wiae dalightod _hmiwh _
mmm m&u.wp«h
irmpact results. R0E Bast Buy, The verdict says it all”

Verdict

We couldn't reafly fault the Davies Odell
Forcefiald — just dropping one mark is
unprecedented. I[t's comfortable, gives
excallent protection and &5 well made
too, At £79.99 it's not the cheapest out

there, but it's by no means the most
expensive either,

Sovke's Back 7 and Knox's
Ricochet also cost E7099 and are
Recammended. Both offer decent
levels of protection and comfort with
proper size labelling.



